**Amid a bread price increase, the government signs a deal to import wheat.**

Khartoum, the most populated state in Sudan, was to go into full lockdown on April 18th after the registration of 10 confirmed cases of coronavirus on April 13th. Government spokesman Faisal Mohamed Saleh said the lockdown, which includes the capital and its twin city Omdurman, would last for three weeks. Employees had been granted a leave of absence with pay, and Saleh added that only those who work in the vital services are allowed to work during this period. The Health Emergency Committee gave the other states a discretionary power to decide whether to impose a full lockdown or not according to the spread of the pandemic.

Saleh said grocery stores and pharmacies would be exempted for limited daily hours, which the government had yet to announce. People will still be allowed limited movement within their neighbourhoods to buy supplies, he added. He also said the country\'s ailing health system was suffering shortages of medicine and medical supplies.

In March Sudan declared a state of emergency, shuttered schools and universities, and almost totally closed its borders. The government was expected to announce financial support to poor families that will be distributed by neighbourhood committees. Health Minister Akram Ali Eltom announced on March 27th that the ministry needed \$76m to confront the virus.

A campaign launched by Prime Minister Abdallah Hamdok to contribute towards the country\'s ailing economy had raised S£50m (\$904,000) as of April 5th, state‐owned *Sudanese News Agency (SUNA)* reported.

The transitional government has come under fire for failing to improve the economic conditions in the country with inflation remaining very high, prices of basic commodities skyrocketing and the pound tumbling to its lowest level versus the dollar since long‐time President Omar al‐Bashir was toppled in 2019.

Hundreds of people demonstrated in the capital Khartoum on April 9th, to protest against the deteriorating economic situation and to call for the removal of Hamdok\'s government. The Unified Popular Movement, a group of Islamist activists, called on their Facebook page for repeal of the transitional constitution, formation of a national consensus government, and provision of basic commodities for the Sudanese.

"If people today have the choice between dying of starvation or of coronavirus, it is better for them to die with the pandemic than living under the yoke of hunger," the group said.

Supporters of the former regime have mounted a campaign on social media against Hamdok\'s government for its failure to resolve the chronic shortage of basic commodities. While on April 12th some Sudanese women held a protest in Khartoum over the deteriorating living conditions in the country, privately‐owned *Al‐Intibaha* website reported.

Sudan is facing a chronic fuel and bread crisis; a tripling of the price of bread was the trigger for street protests against Omar al‐Bashir in December 2018 -- demonstrations that went on for months until the army deposed the longtime ruler in April 2019. *(Sudan Tribune 27/3,13/4; SUNA 5,10,13/4; Al‐Intibaha 12/4)*

On April 13th Sudan inked a deal with the United Nations World Food Programme (**WFP**) to import 200,000 tonnes of wheat. The country consumes 2m tonnes of wheat annually, according to official figures, relying heavily on imports. Many in Sudan still have to queue for hours to buy bread.

On April 8th, the authorities announced an increase in bread prices, meaning one Sudanese pound now buys only a 50‐gram loaf of bread, compared to 70 grams previously.

In its deal with the WFP, Sudan\'s government will pay for the wheat in Sudanese pounds, WFP country director Hameed Nuru said, according to *SUNA*. "The deal will allow the central bank to keep more than \$50m in foreign currency and to fix the exchange rate," he said. *(*© *AFP 13.4 2020)*

**Court Upholds Bashir Graft Conviction:** Ousted president Omar al‐Bashir on April 8th lost an appeal against a sentence of two years in detention for corruption, his lawyer said, who said an appeal would be filed in the supreme court. Bashir was in December 2019 convicted of "corruption" and unlawful "possession of foreign currency". *(*© *AFP 8/4 2020)* **Economy in crisis p. 22900A**
